WEEK 2
Treasure and the tithe

All that I have shall be thine

Last week we thought about our stewardship of time, talents and treasure. Today I want to focus on the use of our treasure and particularly the tithe.

“The Scriptural plan of setting aside at least one-tenth of all income received the direct sanction of God, and was, the Bible declares, a blessing to those who adopted it.”
William Booth in Orders and Regulations for Officers of The Salvation Army

What is the tithe?

Literally one tenth or 10%, 10 cents in every dollar.

In Genesis 14:18-20 we read of Abraham presenting a tithe to Melchizedek. Jacob vowed to give a tenth to God (Genesis 28:22). Tithing is a principle that precedes the Law of Moses.

This practice became a regular part of Jewish life and religion when it became part of the Law of Moses. 

Old Testament Practice

A. The Law

In Leviticus 27:30-32 the Hebrew people were instructed that “A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord….The entire tithe of the herd and flock…will be holy to the Lord.”

The Levites were to receive all the tithes given by the people of Israel in return for their service at the Tabernacle. The Levites were also to tithe what they received. This was to be given to Aaron the priest (Numbers 18:25-29).

In Deuteronomy 12, 14 and 26 further laws regulated the destination of the tithes. The people were to be allowed to eat the tithes themselves but only at the place of worship God appointed. Every three years the tithe was to be given to “the Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the widow” (Deuteronomy 26:13).

The tithe was to be the best of the crop or flock. It was to be the first part of the crop or the flock rather than the leftovers. Redeeming the tithe was allowed but the price in silver plus a further fifth was required to be offered at the place of worship.
As well as the command to tithe, the people of Israel were asked to follow a system of further offerings on the occasion of special Feasts. These offerings were additional to the tithe. They were not deemed to be part of the tithe.

B. The Practice
As with all their religious practice the Jews did not always adhere to the Law. In 2 Chronicles 31:5, 6 the story of the reformation that occurred under Hezekiah shows that the people responded by bringing their tithes eagerly. This same eagerness was followed when Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem.

God through the prophets Amos and Malachi sternly rebuked the people when they ignored this part of the Law. Malachi 3:10 says “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” This is the only recorded instance of God asking people to test Him.

The Teaching of Jesus
There is little recorded teaching of Jesus about the tithe, but there is much about money or treasure. Both Matthew and Luke’s Gospels have the same story of Jesus rebuking the Pharisees who, despite their strict observance of the tithe, ignored basic principles of godly living. Jesus said “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices – mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law – justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.” (Matthew 23:23)

Jesus never overthrew the concept of the tithe. As a Jew he would have tithed. He certainly paid the Temple tax (Matthew 17:24-27).

Paul’s teaching on giving
Paul does not actually teach giving a tithe to God. His teaching can best be summarised through 1 Corinthians 16:2. Whilst this verse is actually talking about a special collection for the poor Christians in Judea, the principles are very good for regular 

Christian giving.

“On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up…”

The principles of giving are: 
Regular





Universal





Planned





Proportionate

Another good verse to summarise Paul’s teaching is 2 Corinthians 9:7.

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

Our attitude

Paul was a Jew who knew the Law better than most of his contemporaries. Giving a tithe was as natural to Paul as breathing.

We may no longer be bound by the Law, but the principle remains. Today we are each called to give cheerfully a regular, planned and proportionate amount to God, through the place we worship at.

Last week we learnt that everything we have is a gift from God. We are asked to give back to Him first of all from our income. General Edward Higgins wrote “Now I do not say we should teach our people that it is the duty of all alike to give a tenth of their income to God. That, I am aware, was the Mosaic Law, but, as Paul says, ‘We are not under the law but under grace.’ Giving, with the Christian man or woman, should not be a matter of law but of love. A tenth may seem impossible to some. Let them begin with less. On the other hand, a tenth may be far too little in proportion to their means for others.”

Can we easily sing “All that I have shall be thine and mean it”? What determines the use of our treasure? Is it possible that God is calling us to consider tithing as either a starting point or as a goal to be reached some time in the future?
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